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SAN DIEGO TRI3NE (CA)
1 April 1982

LA

iU S. attorney asked

to qﬁit. Soumesfsgy

‘l By, B‘rank Stone
Tri yne Staff Wnle{""-\

ithough the-*Jusuc“Department
officially refusesito comment, five
. sources within the .department say
William Kennedy;:. US. attorney in
San Diego, has been asked to resign
' to avoid further“public embarrass-
 ment over his commeats' about the
identity of a CIA A mformant in \Iexx~’
co. - =S -
. :Li,‘,“% ,‘
! Kennedy was summoned to Wash-
"ington on Monday, and received a:
g' private dressing-down by top Justice
i Department officials for confirming
{ published reports.that the depart-.
ment.has blocked indictment of the
: CIA informant, Miguel Nassar Ham.
"“former head of Mexico’s federal se-
cunty agency. .o
“Kennedy met twice with Justxce
Departme'xt officials. All-the Justice
Department would say at the time
was that the meetings took place.
A Justice Department spokesmanr
today said there would be no com-

ment “on any aspect of thxs ‘(ennedy .

st

_matter.”
" Kennedy could not be reached- for
comment today, but' yesterday he;
.said rumors that he had been_asked
‘torresign were unfounded.
- . “Mr. Kennedy is -not taking _an}
i‘calls " his secretary said today. .
But four Justice Department

]
44
oy

sources, all of whom  insisted: that
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their nameS ot be used, told As- |
,:,socxated Press that resignation is.
- now- the., probable outcome for.

“Kennedy..

And a- hfth source within the:.

department said today that the

_others were correct in that posn- _

-tion.s

- One (Tf the four sources ex-:‘
“plained that the administration-

would face some difficulties in
firing Kennedy because it might
"be read as an official US. gov-

_ernment acknowledgement of the

accuracy of his remarks.
" As ra presidential appomtee

Kennedy could be fired only.by
- Reagan. Kennedy, 50, was assist--

ant district atforney in San Diego-
-until Reagan nominated him for
the top post last Novernber: .

~ Historically, intelligence ofﬁ-
‘cers have been even more sensi-
tive to official confirmation of
secrets than to leaks based on un-
identified sources. They ‘argue
that official acknowledgements
force foreign' governments: to
react. to" developments :they.

‘might othermse be able to wmk_.

at.

“Asked yesterday whether Ken: )

nedy would resign, one of the
*Justice Department sources said,
“That’s a“very strong possibili-
ty.” A third replied, * “I wouldn’ t,
be surprised to see that”" %)
" And a fourth official said, “U.S
:attorneys sometimes all of a suda
-den go into private practice. You
-,can make a lot of money, there.”,
Justice . Department sources
have said Kennedy’s defense was |

“STAT

‘that . he had not disclosed the
ridentity of the informant himself,
:but only confirmed the aceuracy

'of a published account.~, -,

- Kennedy said last week he had
recommended prosecution of
"Nassar last November for al-

‘leged involvement in a ring that
stole $8.4 million in cars in South-
‘ern California and smuggled
them into Mexico. -~ -
~ Kennedy said the CIA. had de—
scribed Nassar as its “meost im-
portant source in Mexico ~and
‘Central America.”  -; i -

He continued: “L reahze that

“must be factored in, but I'm con-

“cerned about the victims — car

owners or the insurance compa-
nies-that have paid off claims.

_We repeatedly have voiced the
view that prosecution must pro-

-ceed. No one has said these in-
.dictments cannot: be returned,
but it is still a matter of concern
and debate in Washington.” .- - .




